September 11 Site Visit Options:

Tour of Croton Filtration Plant, Van Cortlandt Park 
Limit 30 delegates (first come first serve)
September 11, 1-3pm

The Croton System is the oldest of New York City’s three systems (Croton, Catskill and Delaware) that provide drinking water to the city and upstate communities. It provides approximately 10% of the city’s daily demand. Water from  other parts of the NYC watershed remains unfiltered; while Croton water currently meets all existing health-based water quality regulations, the New York State Department of Health and the United States Environmental Protection Agency have mandated the filtration and disinfection of the Croton water supply. Skanska USA Civil Northeast, as part of a joint venture, is constructing the new Croton Water Filtration Plant, located at the Mosholu golf course in the Bronx for the NYC Department of Environmental Protection. The plant, with a capacity to treat 290 million gallons of water per day is constructed in concrete covering a footprint area of 375,000 square feet per floor; its three levels will be built underground.  The plant will filter water and bring the facility in line with the Clean Water Act as well as new federal standards that will be enacted in 2012. The expected completion date is 2012.

A coach bus will pick you up at 12 noon in front of the Mandarin Oriental Hotel at 80 Columbus Circle on 60th Street between Broadway and Columbus Avenue. This is right around the corner from the 59th Street/Columbus Circle subway stop on the 1, A, C, B, and D lines.

Liberty State Park Wetlands Restoration Tour

Limit 30 (first come, first serve)
September 11, 1-3pm.
Liberty State Park was formerly the rail yards of the Central Railroad of New Jersey (CRRNJ). After the bankruptcy of the CRRNJ in 1969, the local community lobbied to protect the land and historic rail terminal. The State of New Jersey has spent the last 30 years acquiring the land, planning and building a park for public recreation and protecting the habitats. The restoration of the 234-acre interior section, will eventually link previously developed and restored, but isolated, components of the park into one cohesive whole comprised of 1,121 acres. The restoration project includes the creation of approximately 46 acres of salt marsh, the development of approximately 26 acres of freshwater wetlands, 50 acres of warm weather grasslands, and the enhancement of approximately 100 acres of urban northern hardwoods and maritime shrubs.  The tour will include stops at: Liberty State Park Interpretive Center to get an overview of the entire restoration plan, a restored freshwater wetlands, a section where the forest is being maintained, and the Grove of Remembrance, an area designed as a 9/11 memorial which uses native species to provide seeds for the restoration of the interior.

The tour will leave from Liberty Science Center. There will be vans to pick up you outside Liberty Science Center at 12noon. For instructions on how to get to Liberty Science Center via car or public transportation: http://www.henryhudson400.com/h209/program_other_features.php.  Please note: there will be no boat shuttle on September 11.
Coast Guard Harbor Tour
Limit 10 (first come first serve)
September 11, 1-3pm (information where to go on board will follow later)
The United States Coast Guard will offer  a tour of New York Harbor and explain its role in protecting the public, the environment, and the economic and security interests of the NY/NJ region. Beginning at Chelsea Piers, the boat will pass the aircraft carrier the USS Intrepid, now the Sea, Air and Space Museum, then head down the Hudson River on the New Jersey side. At Bayonne, a dynamic and fluid port, visitors will see how containers come into the port and are dropped off, and gain an understanding of the importance of the safety and security regulations that the Coast Guard enforces. After passing the Statue of Liberty, the boat will skirt Governor’s Island, the site of the first settlement of New Amsterdam, where it may be possible to view  the visiting colorful Dutch flat bottom boats docked.  The boat will head up the East River, turning back at the Brooklyn Bridge.  Throughout, visitors will learn about the role  of the Coast Guard  in homeland security, law enforcement, search and rescue, marine environmental pollution response, and the maintenance of river, intracoastal and offshore aids to navigation.

How to register: please email you name, telephone number and email address to rcho@henryhudson400.com. Please mention in subject line the excursion you want to reserve for. Maximum of 2 places per registrant. 
