
Water Challenges for Coastal Cities
        - From the Dutch Delta to New York Harbor

Liberty Science Center, New Jersey • September 9-10, 2009
Program

H209 is organized by the Henry Hudson 400 Foundation 
in partnership with Liberty Science Center, Metropolitan Waterfront Alliance and Netherlands Water Partnership.
It is part of the NY400 week, which celebrates the 400th anniversary of Henry Hudson’s voyage from Amsterdam to New York.

CONFERENCE THEMES
Our Waterfront: Balancing Commerce, Nature, and Communities•	
Changing Perspectives: New Opportunities for Urban Planning•	
The Politics and Financing of Infrastructure•	
Solutions Outside the Box: Applying New Technologies to Water•	
Green Brains: Driving the Environmental Message Home•	
Recruiting the New Generation of Water Professionals•	

plenary
sessions shirtsleeve

sessionsroundtable
discussions

SESSIONS

for a full audience with a panel of high-level 
speakers leading a discussion. Speakers give 
statements, after which they discuss their 
perspectives with co-panelists

featuring prominent panelists, led by a 
selected moderator who will also answer 
questions at the end from the audience

smaller, focused, more intensive discussions 
with experts on specific topics of interest. 
These will provide rich exchange between 
leaders in the field

In 1609, Captain Henry Hudson arrived in New York Harbor and discovered the majesty of the Hudson River. Four hundred years later, on September 9 
and 10, H209 Forum will commemorate this pioneering voyage by exploring water challenges facing coastal cities in the 21st century with experts from 
both sides of the Atlantic.  While the focus will be on The Netherlands and the New York/New Jersey metropolitan region, solutions and ideas arising 
from the conference will benefit coastal cities worldwide. The venue for H209 is the Liberty Science Center, across from the Statue of Liberty.

www.henryhudson400.com/h209 
for more information, outlines of sessions and registration

version 09-03-09
go to our website for updates
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Program Wednesday, September 9, 2009

8:00 am	 Registration and Continental Breakfast – Liberty Science Center 

9:00 am	 Welcome	 H209 Co-Chair, Emlyn Koster, President and CEO, Liberty Science Center
H209 Co-Chair, Cees Veerman, Chairman Dutch Delta Commission and former Minister of Agriculture, Nature and 

Food Quality
Eric Sanderson, creator of The Mannahatta Project and author of Mannahatta, A Natural History of New York City	
	

9:30 am	 Keynote Address	 Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., Chairman, Waterkeeper Alliance
		  Lisa P. Jackson, Administrator, United States Environmental Protection Agency
		  Tineke Huizinga, Dutch Vice Minister for Transport, Public Affairs, and Water Management
		
	 BREAK
		
10:30 am	 Introduction to Water Challenges Facing Coastal Cities

Moderator	 Felicity Barringer, National Environmental Correspondent, The New York Times
Panelists	 Ahmed Aboutaleb, Mayor, City of Rotterdam 

Rohit Aggarwala, Director, NYC Mayor’s Office of Long-term Planning and Sustainability 
Jud Hill, Managing Partner, Summit Global 
Steven Lawitts, Acting Commissioner, NYC Department of Environmental Protection 
Lisa P. Jackson, Administrator, US EPA 
Harrie Noy, CEO, ARCADIS 
Bertrand van Ee, CEO, DHV

	 LUNCH

1:00 pm	 Moving from Defense to Accommodation in Coastal REGIONS
Introduction	 Rinske Kruisinga, Vice-Governor, Province of Noord-Holland
	 Alexander B. Grannis, CommissionerNew York State Department of  Environmental Conservation 	
		  (NYSDEC)
Remarks	 Mary Landrieu, US Senator, Louisiana: Rebuilding an Urban Delta
	 Karla Peijs, Governor, Province of Zeeland: How Katrina Was Our Second Wake-Up Call

		
1:30 pm	 Roundtables  RT  and Shirtsleeve Sessions  SSS 

•	 Roundtable Discussions feature prominent panelists who will be led by a selected moderator and will answer 
questions at the end from the audience.

•	 Shirtsleeve Sessions are smaller, focused, more intensive discussions with experts on specific topics of interest. 
These will provide rich exchange among leaders in the field.

(Outlines for Roundtables and SSS marked with * are available on  www.henryhudson400.com/h209. Times and 
Titles of sessions may change; additional speakers will be added to the program)

5:25 pm	 Send Off	 H209 Co-Chair, Emlyn Koster, President and CEO, Liberty Science Center
H209 Co-Chair, Cees Veerman, Chairman Dutch Delta Commission and former Minister of Agriculture, Nature and 

Food Quality

6.30 pm 	H oopla on the Hudson - The Future of Water Gala,  (additional tickets required)

for details and time schedule see next pages
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Program Wednesday, September 9, 2009 •  rT  and  SSS  • afternoon sessions

our waterfront: Balancing Commerce,  Nature and communities

1:45-2:45	 The Mannahatta Project
Eric Sanderson, Creator of The Mannahatta Project , author of Mannahatta: A Natural History of New York City

2:00-5:00	  SSS   Decentralized and Self Sufficient Water Systems *
Tineke Schokker, Vice-Governor,  Province of Fryslân 
Cortney Worrall, Director of Programs, Metropolitan Waterfront Alliance  
Ferd Crone, Mayor of the City of Leeuwarden 
Han Brezet, Professor  Design for Sustainability,  Technical University Delft 
Michael Fishman, Founder-Principal Urban Answers 
Cees Buisman, Professor and  Scientific director Wetsus - Centre of Excellence for Sustainable Water Technology
Paul Mankiewicz, Executive Director, The Gaia Institute 
Ed Clerico, President, Alliance Environmental LLC 
Hans van Meerendonk, Coordinator International Projects, Province of Fryslân
Simon Gruber, Consultant for Hudson Valley Regional Council (HVRC)

1:45-2:45	  RT   The future of Ports and Port Cities: Positioning for the Global Economy
Moderator: Michael Della Rocca, President and Regional Managing Director, North America, Halcrow
Jamie Serino, Director of Coastal, Natural Resources, and Sustainability Programs, Shaw Group 
Christopher Ward, Executive Director, Port Authority of New York/New Jersey
Michael Christensen, Deputy Executive Director of Development, Port of LA 
Piet van Helvoort, President, DHV WaterGroup
Dennis Padron, Executive Vice President, Halcrow

3:00-4:30	  RT   Maintaining Drinking Water Quality
Moderator: Douglas Owen, Vice-President, Chief Technology Officer, Malcolm Pirnie 
Carter Strickland, Senior Policy Advisor for Air andWater, NYC Mayor’s Office of Long-term Planning and  

Sustainability 
Alex Matthiessen, Hudson Riverkeeper
Don Fusco, VP Operations, Skanska USA
David Warne, Assistant Commissioner, Bureau of Water Supply, NYC DEP
Michele M. Putnam, Director, Division of Water Supply, NJDEP
Merck & Co.,  (invited)

(continued)
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Our Waterfront: Balancing Commerce,  Nature and communities

Changing Perspectives: new opportunities for Urban Planning

 4:00 

The Mannahatta Project 

A Systems Approach to Flood Protection

Coastal Development in 
a Changing Climate – Part 1 

Coastal Development in 
a Changing Climate:  – Part 2 

Spatial Planning and 
Water Management – Part 1

Spatial Planning and 
Water Management – Part 2

The Future of Ports and Port Cities Maintaining Drinking Water Quality 

Decentralized and Self Sufficient Water Systems 

The Dutch Integrated 
Design Approach 

New Opportunities for Blue/Green Development 

 2:00  3:00  5:00  6:00  7:00 

Innovative (green) Stormwater Management 
Success Stories from Amsterdam and NY
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changing Perspectives: new opportunities for Urban Planning 

1:45-2:45	  RT   Dutch Dialogues, presenting the Dutch integrated design approach *
Dale Morris, Senior Advisor Economic Affairs, Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands,  
Bruce Knight, President of the American Planning Association (APA) 
David Waggonner, Principal, Waggonner & Ball Architects
Paula verhoeven, Director Climate Office, City of Rotterdam

3:00-5:00	  RT   A systems approach to flood protection: Comparing the Hudson Estuary Basin and the Dutch Delta *
Piet Dircke, Director, Global Water Management, ARCADIS 
Malcolm Bowman, Professor of Oceanography, State University of New York, Stony Brook 
Alan Blumberg, Director, Center for Maritime Systems, Stevens Institute of Technology, Hoboken NJ (invited) 
Edwin Welles, Deltares USA
Martin van der Meer, Technical Director, Fugro Water Services 
Frances F. Dunwell, Hudson River Estuary Coordinator New York State DEC
Alan Springett, Senior Engineer Region II, FEMA, Mitigation Risk Analysis Branch 
Rob Klomp, Senior Consultant, Deltares 

3:00-4:00		   RT   Coastal development in a changing climate: regulation and resilience – Part 1  * 
Moderator: Robin Shlaff, Senior Counsel, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC)
Alexander B. Grannis,  Commissioner, NYSDEC
Suzanne Y. Mattei, Regional Director, NYSDEC
Sarah Newkirk, Coastal Program Director, The Nature Conservancy, New York State
Rinske Kruisinga, Vice-Governor of Noord-Holland
Renske Peters, Director Water, Ministry of Transport, Public Works and Water Management
Vincent Sapienza, Acting Deputy Commissioner,  Bureau of Wastewater Treatment,  NYC DEP
William F. Slezak, Harbor Program Manager, USACE
Mrs. A.W. Bom-Lemstra, Member executive board, Delfland Water Board

3:00-4:00 	  RT   Spatial planning and water management for new waterfronts – Part 1 *
Robert Pirani, Director Environmental Programs, Regional Plan Association
Han Meyer, Chair Urban Design - Theory & Methods Delft University , Faculty of Architecture
More speakers to be announced.

(continued)
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(continued: our waterfront: Balancing Commerce,  Nature and communities)

1:30-3:00	  SSS  Overcoming obstacles in the implementation of innovative (green) stormwater management – Success stories from 
Amsterdam and NYC  * 

Moderator: Annette Ottolini, COO Waternet, the Public Water Cycle company of the Amsterdam region
Roelof Kruize, CEO of Waternet Amsterdam and Chairman of the specialist group on Climate Change of the  

International Water Association (IWA)
Aaron Koch, Policy Advisor for Water, NYC Mayor’s Office of Long-term Planning and Sustainability
Nette Compton, Senior Project Manager for Design, NYC Department of Parks and Recreation
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(continued: changing Perspectives: new opportunities for Urban Planning)

4:00-6:00	  SSS   Coastal zone management in a changing climate: regulation and resilience – Part 2  * (expert dialogues)

Case Study #1 - An Examination of the Coasts of Long Island and   Noord-Holland
Ken Smith, Assistant Bureau Chief, New York State Department of State
Rob Steijn, Director, Coasts and Marine Systems, Alkyon- Arcadis
James Gilmore, Marine Program Director, NYSDEC

Case Study #2 - An Examination of Coney Island and the Town of Zandvoort
Steven Slabbers,  Managing Director, Bosch Slabbers Landscape Architects
Representative, Office of the Brooklyn Borough President
Jasper Fiselier, Strategic Advisor Land and Water, DHV Consultancy and Engineering

3:30-5:00		   RT   New opportunities for Blue/Green Development 
Moderator: Richard Anderson, President, New York Building Congress
Jonathan Rose, President, Jonathan Rose Companies
Anneke De Vries, CEO, ING Real Estate NL
RICK Bell,  Executive Director American Institute of Architects, NY Chapter
Trent Lethco, Associate Principal, Transportation Planning Group, Arup
Laurie Kerr, Senior Policy Advisor for Buildings, NYC Mayor’s Office of Long-term Planning and Sustainability 

4:00-7:00 	  SSS   Spatial planning and water management for new waterfronts – Part 2 * 
(Design Workshop for specialists)

Martin Zogran, Assistant Professor of Urban Design at Harvard University Graduate School of Design 
Han Meyer,  Professor of Urban Design, Technical University Delft



Water Challenges for Coastal Cities
        - From the Dutch Delta to New York Harbor

v 
: 0

9-
03

-0
9

- 6 -

Program Thursday, September 10, 2009

8:30 am	 Continental Breakfast

9:00 am	 Roundtables  RT  and Shirtsleeve Sessions  SSS 

•	 Roundtable Discussions feature prominent panelists who will be led by a selected moderator and will answer 
questions at the end from the audience.

•	 Shirtsleeve Sessions are smaller, focused, more intensive discussions with experts on specific topics of interest. 
These will provide rich exchange among leaders in the field.

(Outlines for Roundtables and SSS marked with * are available on  www.henryhudson400.com/h209. Times and 
Titles of sessions may change; additional speakers will be added to the program)

		
	 LUNCH

2:00 pm	 Roundtables  RT  and Shirtsleeve Sessions  SSS 

	 BREAK

3:50 pm   Closing sessions	R apid Recap of day 2
		  Tracy Metz, NRC Handelsblad and Dutch Delta Commission,

Lenie Dwarshuis, Vice-Governor of Zuid-Holland

		  followed by two closing sessions:

5:30 pm	 Send Off remarks	 H209 Co-Chair, Emlyn Koster, President and CEO, Liberty Science Center
H209 Co-Chair, Cees Veerman, Chairman Dutch Delta Commission and former Minister of Agriculture, Nature and 

Food Quality

5:45 - 6:45 pm COCKTAIL RECEPTION 

Green Brains: Driving the Environmental Message Home

Recruiting the New Generation of Water Professionals

Water Challenges for Coastal Cities
        - From the Dutch Delta to New York Harbor

for details and time schedule see next pages

for details and time schedule see next pages
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Program Thursday, September 10, 2009  •  rT  and  SSS  • morning sessions

our waterfront: Balancing Commerce,  Nature and communities

9:00-10:30	  SSS   How can Maritime Structures and Ecological Systems co-exist *
Andrew Genn, Vice President, New York City Economic Development Corporation
Robert Pirani, Director Environmental Programs, Regional Plan Association
Dick Kevelam, Senior Advisor Coastal Development, DHV Consultancy and Engineering 
Mindert de Vries, Senior Researcher, Deltares, Institute for Delta research
Roland Lewis, President and CEO, Metropolitan Waterfront Alliance
Steve Zahn, Natural Resources Supervisor, NYSDEC

9:00-10:15	  RT   Against the Storm: A Report Card. Implementing Waterfront Protection Systems
Moderator: Douglas Hill, Consulting engineer, SUNY Stony Brook
Michael Abrahams, Principal Professional Associate and Board Chairman, Parsons Brinckerhoff Americas, Inc. 
Charlie Hess, Senior Program Director, The Shaw Group
Timothy Dunne, President, Fugro West
Dennis Padron, Executive Vice President, Halcrow
Colonel  John Boulé, District Engineer, USACE , New York District

11:00-12:30	  RT   Disaster and Emergency Management 
Moderator:  Emlyn Koster, President and CEO, Liberty Science Center 
Joseph Bruno, Commissioner, NYC Mayor’s Office of Emergency Management (invited)
Theresa Bischoff, CEO Greater New York Chapter, American Red Cross
Edward J. Saade, President and Managing Director, Fugro EarthData, Inc.
Karen Engel, Consultant and Researcher, COT  Institute for Safety, Security and Crisis Management

Water Challenges for Coastal Cities
        - From the Dutch Delta to New York Harbor

Financing Mechanisms for 
Water Governance Alternative Financing Opportunities

How can Maritime Structures and 
Ecological Systems co-exist 

A Tale of Two Cities: 
Climate Adaptation Challenges and Strategies 

Our Waterfront: Balancing Commerce,  Nature and communities

Changing Perspectives: new opportunities for Urban Planning

The Politics and Financing of Infrastructure

Disaster and Emergency Management 

Spatial Planning and 
Water Management – Part 3

Spatial Planning and 
Water Management – Part 4

 9:00  10:00  11:00  12:00  1:00 

Against the Storm: A Report Card

Waterfront Development for the 21st Century
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Politics  and Financing of Infrastructure

9:00-10:30	  RT   Financing Mechanisms for Water Governance: Balancing Public Interests and Capital Costs
Moderator: Michael Deane, Director, National Association of Water Companies (invited)
Wayne Klotz, President, American Society of Civil Engineers
Matt Millea, Acting President, NYS Economic Facilities Corporation
Johan de Bondt, Chairman, Regional Public Water Authority Amstel, Gooi en Vecht (Amsterdam Region)
Dennis Hart, Executive Director, New Jersey Environmental Infrastructure Trust
Frederick Butler, President, National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners

11:00-12:30	  RT   Alternative Financing Opportunities: PubliC-Private PartnershiPs for Water ProjeCts
Moderator: Richard Roper, Director of Planning Department, Port Authority, NY/NJ
Robinson Kupchak, Senior Managing Director, Macquarie Capital USA
Larry Chertoff, Director, Alinda Capital Partners
Debra Coy, Managing Director, Janney Montgomery Scott
Walter Lynch, President of Regulated Operations, American Water
Adam Muller, Vice-President Infrastructure Advisory Group, Goldman Sachts 
Dennis Ciemniecki, President, Regulated Business, United Water

Changing Perspectives: new opportunities for Urban Planning

9:00-10:30	  SSS   Spatial planning and water management for new waterfronts – Part 3 (design workshop for specialists) *
Martin Zogran, Assistant Professor of Urban Design at Harvard University Graduate School of Design, 
Han Meyer,  Professor Urban Design, Technical University Delft

9:00-10:15	  RT   Waterfront Development for the 21st Century: Revisioning Values
Moderator: Richard Maitino, VP,  Parsons 
Cameron Thomson, Senior Sustainability Consultant,  Arup
Thomas Fox, President New York Water Taxi
Richard Miller, Director, Energy Markets Power Group, Con Ed
Bert Hooijer, Dean of the Faculty of Building, Construction, Architecture and Urban Design, Rotterdam University
Douglas McCoach, Vice President, Urban Design / Planning, RTKL Associates Inc.
Connie Fishman, President of Hudson River Park Trust
Laurie Hawkinson, Principal Smith-Miller+Hawkinson, Professor, Columbia University (Graduate School of  
     Architecture)

10:45-12:15	  RT   A Tale of Two Cities: Climate Adaptation Challenges and Strategies in NYC and Rotterdam *
Adam Freed, Deputy Director, Mayor’s Office of Long-Term Planning and Sustainability, City of New York 
Arnoud Molenaar, Program Manager, Rotterdam Climate Proof, City of Rotterdam
Jeroen Aerts, Professor Water Management & Risk, Amsterdam University
Tom Sawyer, Senior Editor, Engineering News-Record, New York. 
Elke Weber, Professor, Columbia University Department of Psychology and Graduate School of Business
Tracy Metz, journalist NRC Handelsblad and member of the Dutch Delta Commission II 
Piet Dircke, Professor Urban Water Management, Rotterdam University of Applied Sciences

11:00-12:30	  RT   Spatial planning and water management for new waterfronts – Part 4 *
Speakers to be announced.
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Program Thursday, September 10, 2009 •  rT  and  SSS  • afternoon sessions

our waterfront: Balancing Commerce,  Nature and communities

2:00-3:30	  RT   Solutions Outside the Box: Applying New Technologies for Water 
Moderator: F. Henry Habicht II, Managing Partner SAIL Venture Partners
Jeff Fulgham, Chief Marketing Officer, GE Water and Process Technology
Cameron Brooks, Director, IBM Big Green Innovations
Peter Johansson, Director, Strategy & Business Development, ITT Corporation
Ken Stedman, President, MicroMedia Filtration
Joseph Oates, Vice President of Energy Management Con Ed
Dennis Ciemniecki, President, Regulated Business, United Water
Dianne Maughon, Global Business Development Director, Dow Water and Process Solutions

2:00-3:30	  SSS   Building with Nature as a coastal protection and maintenance strategy * 
Mindert de Vries, Senior Researcher, Deltares
John McLaughin,  New City Department of Environmental Protection
Lynn M.Bocamazo, USACE
Jasper Fiselier, Strategic Advisor, DHV Consultancy and Engineering

Changing Perspectives: new opportunities for Urban Planning

2:00-3:30	  RT   Dutch Dialogues NY: Results from the Waterfront and Coastal Design Workshops
Moderator: Paul Farmer, Executive Director, American Planning Association,
Jerold Kayden, Professor of Urban Design and Planning, Harvard University
Alexandros Washburn, Chief Urban Designer, NYC Department of City Planning
Yttje Feddes, Netherlands National Landscape Architect
Renske Peters, Director of Water Affairs, Netherlands Ministry of Transport, Public Works and Water Management 

2:00-3:30	  RT   How public Transportation Drives Development: Access to Our Waterfront 
Moderator: Howard Sackel, Director of ARC,  Port Authority of New York/New Jersey
Vivian E. Baker, Assistant Director, Transit Friendly Land Use & Development NJ Transit 
Richard Mudge, Senior Vice President, Delcan
Robert Gottheim, District Director, Office of Congressman, Jerrold Nadler 
Ronnie Hakim, Senior Vice President and General Counsel, MTA Capital Construction
Connie CrawFord, Senior Vice President and Chief Engineer, MTA NYC Transit, Capital Program Management

Water Challenges for Coastal Cities
        - From the Dutch Delta to New York Harbor

Solutions Outside the Box: 
Applying New Technologies for Water
Building with Nature as a Coastal Protection 
and Maintenance Strategy 

Green Brains: 
Driving the Environmental Message Home
Recruiting the New Generation of 
Water Professionals

Our Waterfront: Balancing Commerce,  Nature and ...

Changing Perspectives: new opportunities for Urban ...

CLOSING SESSIONS

Dutch Dialogues NY: 
Results from Design Workshops 

How Public Transportation drives Development 

 2:00  3:00  4:00  5:00  6:00 

The Organization of Watermanagement
 in Amsterdam and NYC 

The Politics and Financing of Infrastructure
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Closing sessions

3:50 - 4:00	 Rapid Recap of day 2
tracy metz, NRC Handelsblad and Dutch Delta Commission 
lenie dwarshuis,Vice-Governor of Zuid-Holland

4:00-5:30	 Green Brains: Driving the Environmental Message Home
Moderator: Wendy R. Gordon, founder of Green Guide, consultant to NRDC 
Elke Weber, Professor, Columbia University Department of Psychology and Graduate School of Business School
Thomas Brennan, Senior Natural Resource Manager, Nestle Waters, North America
James Tierney, Assistant Commissioner, NY State DEC
Jeanette Brown, Executive Director Stamford Water Pollution Control Authority
Andrew Revkin, NY Times, Environmental Correspondent

4:00-5:30	 Recruiting the New Generation of Water Professionals 
Moderator: Paul Rush, Deputy Commissioner, NYC Department of Enviromental Protection
Murray Fisher, Principal and Founder of New York Harbor School 
William Solecki, Director of the Cuny Institute for Sustainable Cities; Co-Chair NYC Panel on Climate Change.
Tara Gallagher, Private infrastructure consultant; former VP Infrastructure, Arcadis
Lenie Dwarshuis, Vice Governor of Zuid-Holland
Arie Kraaijeveld, Chairman Netherlands Water Partnership
Margaret Davidson, Director, NOAA, Coastal  Services Center

The Politics and Financing of Infrastructure

2:00-3:30		  RT   Sustainable Water Governance: the Organization of Water management  in Amsterdam and NYC *
Moderator: Roelof Kruize, CEO of the Regional Public Water authority of the Amsterdam region, Waternet, and 

Chairman of the specialist group on Climate change of the International Water Association (IWA)
Carter Strickland, Senior Policy Advisor for Air and Water, NYC Mayor’s Office of Long-term Planning and  

Sustainability
Johan de Bondt, Chairman, Regional Public Water Authority Amstel, Gooi en Vecht (Amsterdam Region) 
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H209 is organized by the Henry Hudson 400 Foundation in partnership with Liberty Science Center, Metropolitan Waterfront Alliance and Netherlands 
Water Partnership. It is part of the NY400 week, which celebrates the 400th anniversary of Henry Hudson’s voyage from Amsterdam to New York 
Harbor and the venerable bonds between the Netherlands and the United States. 

For more information, outlines of sessions and registration: www.henryhudson400.com/h209

H209 thanks many sponsors for their generosity:


